
The Blacksmith's Tale

Edmund Ellwood was baptised 16 September 1700 at St Cuthbert, Dufton, Westmorland the son 

of Edmund and Anne. In 1741 Edmund and his family were the subjects of a dispute concerning 

their place of settlement in relation to the provisions of the Poor Laws. From the existing 

records it appears that Edmund was apprenticed to William Bowness, a blacksmith, in Bolton, 

Westmorland 'when the last rebellion was'. This must be a reference to the Jacobite Rebellion of 

1715 when the 'Old Pretender', James the son of the deposed James II, tried to restore the crown 

of Scotland and England to the house of Stuart and re-establish the Roman Catholic Church. The 

rebellion would have been well remembered locally as the English Jacobites were defeated 

nearby at Preston, Lancashire. This dates Edmund's apprenticeship to 1715 when he would have 

been 15 but it appears that he may have served only six months. On 14 October 1725 he married 

Elizabeth Robinson at Carlisle, Cumberland on 14 October 1725. The couple appear to have 

settled in Dufton; six of their children were baptised there between 1726 and 1737.

On 3 Janaury 1740 the churchwardens and overseers of the poor of the parish of Dufton acquired 

a removal order to remove Edmund, Elizabeth and their children Daniel, Lydia and Ann to the 

township of Bolton. Edmund had apparently absconded leaving his wife and family in Dufton. The 

overseers of Bolton appealed against the removal order and the case was heard at the quarter 

sessions (court) on 12 January 1740. 

...Thomas Cowper was produced as an Evidence... that Edmond Ellwood the person whose 

family was removed absconded about Michaelmas last & hath not been at Dufton since 

Martinmas last And the said Cowper lived with William Bowness of Bolton as an Apprentice & 

that the said Edmond Ellwood lived at the same time for half a year which was when the last 

Rebellion was as an Apprentice with the said William Bowness & that the said William Bowness 

owned the said Ellwood to be his Apprentice & that the said Apprentice was bound to him by 

Indenture and that the said William Bowness being subpoenned to give Evidence & produce the 

Indenture refused to be examined being interested in Bolton aforesaid _Ellwood purchased a 

House in 1726 for thirteen Pounds at Dufton & inhabited in it till the year 1737 & then sold it 

for Thirty Four Pounds & several Doubts & Difficulties arising to this Court whether Cowper be 

a competent Evidence to prove the facts above & whether the Evidence above be sufficient to 

prove Ellwood bound & serving by Indenture & whether such Purchase and Sale make a 

settlement... 

It was decided that the case should be considered by the judges at the next county assizes (a 

higher court). Judgement was delivered on 29 December 1741 just under a year after the 

original order was made, (the Old Style calendar was in use and the year ran from Lady Day, 25 



March so January 1740 followed December 1740) that Edmund had been apprenticed in Bolton 

and that the purchase of property in Dufton gave him no right of settlement and hence the 

removal order was confirmed.

It is likely that Edmund returned or was found and duly removed to Bolton. There is a further 

record for him, a petition to the overseers of Bolton, unfortunately not dated but it refers to his 

wife and two small children being in extreme poverty. This then is likely to be after 1741 when 

the family is settled in Bolton and Daniel has now found work probably away from home. 

Edmund pleads to be provided with tools and instruments to work in his trade as a blacksmith. 

He had to sell his tools due to 'misfortune' and while he is willing to do any work he can find 

none but claims he could support his family as a blacksmith. The outcome of his petition is not 

known. There are no further certain records for Edmund, Elizabeth or Ann but there is a 

marriage of Lydia Ellwood and William Robinson on 28 May 1757 at Kendal, this could be 

Edmund's daughter and it is known that his son Daniel survived.

It is difficult to judge Edmund. It appears he was apprenticed as a blacksmith, absconded but 

took up the trade in any case. He seems to have gone to Carlisle where he married. He then 

returned to Dufton where he had a house and presumably worked as a blacksmith for 11 years. 

Some catastrophe then seems to have occurred, he sold his house and then the tools of his trade 

and finally deserted his wife and family. Presumably he got into debt perhaps due to one or more 

of the usual suspects drink, gambling or women or he may have been the victim of debtors. He 

appears to have returned to his family and done his best to try to support them but his final fate 

is unknown.


